A highly selective, differential medium for the enumeration and isolation of KlebsieUa spp. was 
It is always desirable to have a selective, differential medium specific for the rapid detection and efficient recovery of an opportunistic pathogen such as Klebsiella spp. Much effort has been devoted in recent years to the isolation and enumeration of Klebsiella spp. in clinical, industrial, and natural environments (2, 6, 7, 9) .
In 1970 Thom (13) enterocolitica, Escherichia coli, and Salmonella typhimurium showed a 0% recovery after incubation at 37°C for 24 h. Klebsiella cultures appeared as pink to red colonies on the agar surface within 24 h of incubation at 37°C, indicating inositol fermentation.
Water and raw sewage samples from the Barcelona area were also tested for Klebsiella recovery on MCIK agar by using membrane filtration techniques. Any pink to red colonies, regardless of size, were considered as presumptive Klebsiella spp. In highly contaminated samples some nonenteric bacteria developed as grey microcolonies. The specificity of MCIK agar for Klebsiella detection was demonstrated by the fact that 100% of all presumptive colonies were verified as Klebsiella spp. (Table 2 ). Only 0.2% of the background-growth colonies were Klebsiella spp. Both indole-positive and indole-negative Klebsiella spp. were detected on MCIK agar.
Equal or greater numbers of Klebsiella spp. per 100 ml were detected in water environmental samples from the Barcelona area (Table 3 ) by using MCIK agar as compared with the numbers of Klebsiella spp. appearing as total coliforms on mENDO agar LES (Difco Laboratories, Detroit, Mich.). All (100%) of all the typical colonies were confirmed as Klebsiella spp. Klebsiella spp. represented 0.05 to 25% of the total coliform count in water samples (3). 
